
Reading, 
Writing, and 
Arithmetic . . .

EEducation is essential if you’re going to 
be a working woman–which means most 
of us. That doesn’t mean you must go 
to college. But for a woman, getting an 
education is a vital cog in increasing her 
earning power. Since most women will 
have to support themselves and their 
families at some point in their lives, 
it’s important to earn a “living wage.” 
Education and training can help a woman 
attain that goal. 

Everyone always tells you that the more 
education you have,  the better your pay. 
The statistics tell us that it’s true. However 
it’s even truer if you are a woman. 

The Numbers

The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports 
that the average U.S. woman worker 
with a high-school education earned $10 
an hour in 2003, while the average U.S. 
woman with a college education earned 
roughly $16 an hour. In other words, the 
college-grad woman made 60 percent 
more than the high-school grad woman. 
The average college-grad male made only 

20 percent more than the average high-
school grad guy. I’d say that’s justification 
for a higher education for women.

Even some college or post-high school 
training will increase the average woman’s 
wage by 16 percent. Moreover, jobs that 
require more training typically have 
better benefits and are more interesting.

To increase your earnings even more, 
choose an occupation which requires 
technical, analytical, math, or science 
skills-occupations traditionally dominated 
by men. Don’t let a belief that you “can’t” 
learn those subjects stop you.  If “guys” 
can, so can you. 

Many training resources are available in 
Utah. To explore them, check out our 
website: careers.utah.gov.

The Moral to this Story?

Education will do more to increase your 
earning power than any other thing 
you can do. Make sure you get the best 
education you can.

Get a life! 
Get an education!
Get a great job!
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